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Permit Operator Notification Changes

Purse seine Vessel Register listing. For a tuna purse seine vessel to be listed on the
Vessel Register and to be categorized as either “active” or “inactive” in the following
calendar year, the vessel owner or managing owner must submit to the Regional
Administrator the required permit applications, written notifications, and fees as
described under 50 CFR 216.24(b) and under paragraphs (c)(2) and (3) of this section
as well as payment of the vessel assessment fee, where applicable, to the IATTC.

Active status for purse seine vessels. As early as August 1 of each year, vessel
owners or managing owners may request that a purse seine vessel qualified to be listed
on the Vessel Register under paragraph (a)(2) of this section be categorized as active
for the following calendar year. To request a purse seine vessel in excess of 400 st
(362.8 mt) carrying capacity be listed on the Vessel Register and be categorized as
active, the vessel owner or managing owner must submit to the Regional Administrator
the vessel permit application and payment of the permit application fee and submit to
the IATTC payment of the vessel assessment fee.

Inactive status for purse seine vessels. From August 1 through November 30 of each
year, vessel owners or managing owners may request that purse seine vessels qualified
to be listed on the Vessel Register under paragraph (a)(2) of this section be categorized
as inactive for the following calendar year. To request a purse seine vessel in excess of
400 st (362.8 mt) carrying capacity be listed on the Vessel Register and categorized as
inactive for the following calendar year, the vessel owner or managing owner must
submit to the IATTC payment of the associated vessel assessment fee. Payment of the
vessel assessment fee consistent with inactive status will be interpreted by the Regional
Administrator as a request for the vessel to be categorized as inactive.

Public Burden Statement

A Federal agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, nor shall a person be
subject to a penalty for failure to comply with an information collection subject to the requirements of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 unless the information collection has a currently valid OMB Control Number. The approved
OMB Control Number for this information collection is 0648-0387. Without this approval, we could not conduct this
information collection. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per
response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining
the data needed, and completing and reviewing the information collection. All responses to this information collection
are mandatory for U.S. tuna purse seine vessel permit holders pursuant to 50 CFR § 216.24(b)(8)(iv) and the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1371). The purpose of this notification is to require vessel permit holders to notify
the NMFS West Coast Region or designated IATTC contact at least 5 days in advance of departing on a fishing
voyage (including requests for cross-endorsed observers or notifications of operator changes) to coordinate observer
placement on every trip. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this information
collection, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to National Marine Fisheries Service at: Permits Office,
West Coast Region, 501 West Ocean Boulevard, Suite 4200, Long Beach, CA 90802, or via email to
wcr.permit@noaa.gov.
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