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Aging Fleet Request 

Aging Fleet Provision 

(j) Aging fleet provision for purse seine vessels. 

(1) The vessel owner or managing owner of a purse seine vessel listed as active or 
inactive on the Vessel Register may request to replace the current vessel with a new or 
used vessel without losing the vessel's placement in the hierarchy of requests for 
active status as described in paragraph (e) of this section. The replacement vessel will 
be eligible to be listed as active on the Vessel Register at the same carrying capacity 
or less as that of the vessel it is replacing. If the replacement vessel has a carrying 
capacity greater than the vessel being replaced, the vessel owner or managing owner 
may request additional carrying capacity be allocated to the vessel in accordance with 
paragraph (e)(4) of this section. If additional carrying capacity is not available at the 
time the request to be listed as active on the Vessel Register is received by the 
Regional Administrator, the replacement vessel must reduce its carrying capacity to no 
more than the previously authorized carrying capacity of the vessel being replaced by 
complying with the protocol for sealing wells adopted by the IATTC, prior to it being 
listed as active on the Vessel Register. Such a vessel may apply for additional carrying 
capacity as it becomes available under the procedures described in paragraph (e)(4). 
This aging fleet provision may be used only once per vessel by the vessel owner or 
managing owner.

(2) A request made under this provision may include a request to remove the vessel 
from the Vessel Register. The Regional Administrator will ensure the amount of 
carrying capacity equal to or less of the vessel being replaced will be available for the 
replacement vessel for up to 2 years from the date of notification described in 
paragraph (j)(4) of this section.

(3) To request a vessel be replaced under this provision, the vessel owner or managing 
owner must submit to the HMS Branch written notification including, but not limited to, 
the vessel name and registration number, the vessel owner or managing owner's 
name, signature, business address, business email address, and business telephone 
and fax numbers, and the expected month and year the replacement vessel will be 
ready to fish in the Convention Area.

(4) Within 30 days of receiving each request described in paragraph (j)(3) of this 
section, the Regional Administrator shall notify the vessel owner or managing owner in 
writing whether the request has been accepted or denied, and the reasons therefore.



Public Burden Statement 

A Federal agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, nor shall a person be 
subject to a penalty for failure to comply with an information collection subject to the requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995 unless the information collection has a currently valid OMB Control Number. The approved 
OMB Control Number for this information collection is 0648-0387. Without this approval, we could not conduct this 

information collection. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per 
response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining 

the data needed, and completing and reviewing the information collection. All responses to this information collection 
are voluntary but required to request replacing an aging purse seine vessel with a new or used vessel without losing 
placement in the hierarchy of requests for active status on the IATTC Regional Vessel Register pursuant to 50 CFR § 
300.22(b)(4)(v) and the Tuna Conventions Act (16 U.S.C. 951 et seq.). The purpose of this information collection is to 

allow vessel owners or managing owners to submit written notifications to NMFS requesting vessel replacement 
under the aging fleet provision, including specifying vessel identifiers, replacement details, expected fishing timelines, 
and any requests for additional carrying capacity allocations. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any 

other aspect of this information collection, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to National Marine 
Fisheries Service at: Sustainable Fisheries Division, West Coast Region, 501 West Ocean Boulevard, Suite 4200, 

Long Beach, CA 90802, or via email to WCR.HMS@noaa.gov. 


